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Senate Democrats yesterday re- 
jected a tentative compromise 
worked out by leaders of both par- 
ties and returned to a meandering, 
unhurried debate on a $15 billion 
spending cuts package on the eve of 
a two-week Easter recess. 

With time for action running out, 
it was uncertain whether the Senate 
could complete work on the bill in 
time for Republicans to claim credit 
for passing a major budget-cutting 
initiative before the break. 

Senate Majority Leader Robert J. 
Dole (R-Kan.) remained optimistic 
that an agreement would be forth- 
coming. “We're very, very close to 
getting this done,” he said late yes- 
terday. 

After what was described as a 
chaotic meeting of Democratic sena- 
tors in the morning. Minority Lead- 
er Thomas A. Daschle (D-S.D.) re- 
gretfully announced that he had 
been unable to win approval for a 
compromise that he and Dole 
reached late Wednesday. 

To entice Democratic support, 
the compromise added back $800 
million for education reform, the na- 
tional service corps, drug-free 
schools, housing modernization, Indi- 
an housing and child nutrition, but 
also cut twice that amount from oth- 
er low-priority programs. It would 
have brought the measure to a vote, 
probably today. 

But Democrats were divided on 
whether to take the deal, with some 
holding out for more concessions 
and others insisting that they be al- 
lowed to offer amendments to the 
spending package. 

“To hell with this way of doing 
business,” said Sen. Ernest F. Roll- 
ings (D-S.C.). 

Democrats, however, did unite 
against Dole's attempt to cut off de- 
bate and get to a vote on the spend- 
ing package by invoking cloture. The 
cloture attempt fell short of attain- 
ing the necessary 60 votes, 56 to 
44. 

An obviously frustrated Dole re- 
marked: “I’m surprised that the oth- 
er side disagreed with an agreement 
that’s already been agreed to.” 
Republicans urgently want to pass 


the bill to assert control over nscai 
policy and take credit for the most 
ambitious round of spending cuts in 
memory, many of which are opposed 
by President Clinton. But there are 

“ also pressures on the White House 
to take the best deal it can get. 

The Senate bill allows the presi- 
dent to make good on a commitment 
to give Jordan $275 million of debt 
relief, as well as make available up to 
$6.7 billion of disaster relief for 39 
states and vote-rich California. 

But the Senate bill would still cut 
social programs deeper than many 
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liberals want, and contains provi- 
sions that are anathema to the ad- 
ministration, such as one expediting 
timber harvesting on public lands 
Even if the Senate ultimately 
adopts a compromise version, it is 
far from certain that more zealous 
budget cutters in the House will ac- 
cept it. 

“The House is not going to simply 
roll over and take whatever they 
[the Senate] have done,” said House 
Appropriations Committee Chair- 
man Bob Livingston (R-La.). 

Although the two bills are only 
about $2 billion apart, there are 
about $5 billion worth of substantive 
differences between them, Living- 
ston said. 

The House bill terminates the 
$1.3 billion annual federal subsidy 
that helps poor people pay their utili- 
ty bills, while the Senate leaves it in- 
tact. But the Senate rescinds $1.2 
billion more in spending commit- 


ments for the Transportation De- 
partment than does the House. 

Complicating the budget-cutting 
politics further are the parochial in- 
terests of numerous senators and 
House members. Both the Senate 
and House bills leave dozens of 
home-state defense and highway 
projects untouched. 

Although the Senate bill cuts al- 
most as much from agricultural pro- 
grams as the House version, it adds 
back $20 million to pay for studies 

or construction of Cooperative, State 
Research Service buildings in 24 
states. ■" 

At the request of Sen. Slade-Gor- 
ton (R-Wash.), who represents pota- 
to growers in the Columbia River 
basin, it restores $93,000 delated by 
the House for the National Potato 
Trade and Tariff Association. " 

At the urging of Iowa’s two’sena- 
tors, the Senate also restoredf'$12.7 
million cut by the House for the con- 
struction of a swine research Tfenter 
in Ames, Iowa. The facility woujd re- 
search the handling of waste from 
closely confined hog-raising opera- 
tions, and is of special interest toliv- 
estockmen and agribusinesses -sup- 
porting the Iowa Pork Producers 
Association. 

Language in a House report said 
the facility would cost the Agricul- 
ture Department $10 million a^year 
to operate after completion, and not- 
ed the work could be carried out at 
an existing facility in Nebraska. 

Sen. John McCain (R-Arizi) last 
week criticized the Senate action in 
restoring the funds, saying the> Agri- 
cultural Research Service already 
conducts swine research at 13-sites. 

But Sen. Charles E. Grassley (R- 
Iowa) responded that 36.00Q U.S. 
jobs depend on pork exports,-which 
could be threatened unless- the 
waste problem is solved. 

The fact is, the pork industry in 
America is no laughing mattef,” said 
Sen. Tom Harlan (D-Iowa), referring 
to a television program that called the 
project “the ultimate pork.” "Vi 
McCain’s motion to rescind the 
funds was tabled on a voice vote.* 



